Chapter Five
ISLAMIC   NATIONALISM:
THE MUSLIM LEAGUE
THE CONSERVATIVE PHASE: 1906-36
ON October 1st, 1906, a deputation of the Muslim upper
and upper middle classes was led by that heretical but
pompous potentate the Agha Khan into the presence of the
viceroy, Lord Minto. His Highness presented His Excellency
with an address signed by " nobles, ministers of various states,
great landowners, lawyers, merchants, and ... many other of
His Majesty's Mahommedan subjects "*. This group of
Muslims and the government together decided on an imperial
policy of special British favour for communalist and loyal
Muslims. To organize such Muslims and to receive the favour,
the Muslim League was presently born.
It met first at Dacca, at the end of 1906; and annually
thereafter. It was an English-speaking group. At the begin-
ning it was thoroughly loyal, merely asking for jobs for the
group that it represented. At the first session, at least two
staunch Muslim nationalists attended2, in the hope of toning
down the communalism and conservatism of this new organi-
zation. Most of the progressive Muslim group, however,
simply neglected the League, leaving it to the less advanced
section. The League applauded the Minto-Morley reforms,
under which its constituency received special attention.
By 1912, however, as we know, the whole Muslim middle
class was reaching an anti-British stage. Even the conserva-
tive section of it that was represented by the League felt
the general trend, and called a meeting of the League
Council to consider a reorganization on more progressive
lines. To this meeting notable Muslim nationalists from